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ABSTRACT

Nudibranchs are soft bodied marine gastropod and there are almost 3000
of them out of 800 identified, 600 of them are found in Anilao. The objectives of
the study were to identify species found in the study site, determine the abundance
of nudibranchs, and to correlate the abundance of nudibranchs to the marine water
physico chemical properties of Anilao, Batangas. Belt transect method was used,
each site has a measure of 20m by 2m. Physico chemical was measuring using pH
meter, DO meter, Dive computer watch and salinity meter. In the study site six
species were identified namely Chromodoris annae, Chromodoris elizabethina,
Phyllidia varicosa, Phyllidia pustulosa, Chromodoris strigata,and Chromodoris
dianae.

Chromodoris annae has the highest relative abundance, relative frequency,
and relative value. In order to get the relative value of each species, relative
abundance, relative frequency, and relative density were added. The physico
chemical parameters were also tested to correlate with the abundance of
nudibranchs. The physico- chemical tests in marine water that were done are
temperature with a value ranging from 27- 28°C, pH with a value ranging from 7-
8, DO with 8.19- 8.29 mg/l, salinity with a value of 31- 31.80 ppt. Temperature
and pH has a negative correlation coefficient while the dissolved oxygen and
salinity has a positive correlation coefficient. As a result in the study abundance

of nudibranchs are greatly affected by dissolved oxygen and salinity because
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nudibranchs has gills and they needed it for their respiration and as for salinity in
the study site soft corals are commonly seen, these are the most abundant food of
nudibranchs and it is typically found in deep portion of the sea and can tolerate
any higher or slightly lower than the common amount of salinity.
Physico-chemical tests are important because it measures the capability of
the environment to sustain the marine organism’s life and this research study can
be helpful for future researchers of nudibranchs because it can serve as one of
their basis in locating nudibranchs and the factors that affect the population of

nudibranchs.
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