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ABSTRACT

This study was carried out to identify and classify the earthworm species and to
determine the distribution of earthworms found in Mts. Palaypalay-Mataas na Gulod
National Park Ternate, Cavite. The research procedure involved collection of specimens
by Quantitative Modified Hand-Sorting method in several areas within the site.
Identification of the earthworms was done by the help of references such as the
earthworm diagram. A dichotomous key was then created to clearly show the different
unique characteristics of each group of earthworms by providing information on the
distinct morphological features of each genus. Soil samples were also collected and
tested from the respective sites in correlation with earthworm species richness and
distribution. Four genera of earthworms were found in the area: Apporectodea sp.,
Pleionogaster sp., Pheretima sp., and Amynthas sp. Apporectodea sp. was the most
abundant, which appeared seven times in all three sites with a total of 18 individuals. The
genus Pleionogaster sp. had the second highest number with 5 individuals, which
appeared twice in site 2 alone. Pheretima sp. appeared only once in site 2 and three times
in site 3. Amynthas sp was only found in site 2 which is in mid elevation. The study found
out that the most dominant genus found in the study site is Apporectodea sp. It shows that
the National Park is already disturbed because among all earthworms found,
Apporectodea sp. is the only one that tolerates altered and disturbed environments the
most. In conclusion, the factors affecting earthworm distribution in the site are elevation,
soil characteristics and climate.





