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ABSTRACT

To date, most researches about Chinese outbound tourists are sociological or

sociocultural, with few focusing on image from sociolinguistics angle. This study

explored the constructed image of Chinese outbound tourists, how the image is

constructed as well as the stories behind by examining 20 news reports from The New

York Times and The Washington Post under a conceptual framework that combines

Norman Fairclough’s and Richardson’s framework. A descriptive and qualitative method

was adopted. The study found that the constructed image of Chinese outbound tourists is

negative and it is constructed in a way which is more objective in procedures than in facts.

The reflected values are a political interference, a stereotyped image of Chinese outbound

tourists as invasive and inferior, threatening and destroying, and the judging of Chinese

culture by standards of Western culture. The values indicate an enmity for communism, a

play of words by politics, the stereotyped images of Chinese in the West, different

practices of cultures and an unequal power relationship between China and America.

In conclusion, misconceptions of image in intercultural communication is mostly

shaped by and reflect the media in its role of maintaining social values by means of

language. The study may benefit critical reading of news reports and also built a model

for critical analysis of image constructed by news reports. Language produces conflicts

but the conflicts are not in language itself but arise from the conflicts in society.
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