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This descriptive-correlational study was undertaken to examine
how parental structure is related to moral reasoning among selected
adolescents particularly on the kind of ethical orientation used in dealing
with moral issues and dilemmas. The sources of data come primarily on
the responses of 713 secondary students of La Salle College Antipolo
from 11 to 17 age range. To measure moral reasoning the researcher
utilized the moral dilemma questionnaire of Francis Julius Evangelista
(2004) and the researcher self-made moral issues and dilemmas
checklist. The study employed quantitative supplemented with qualitative

data.



The findings support that parental structure affects the moral
reasoning of adolescents on the way they deal with moral issues and
dilemmas on certain moral scenarios. Findings reveal that level of moral
orientation of adolescents reasoned on care-orientation across dilemmas
and a balanced orientation on adolescents with incomplete parents and
care-orientations with complete parents across parental structure. Results
show that adolescents’ reason may vary depending on the moral issues
and dilemmas they experience. Significant relationship and difference
were found between parental structure and moral reasoning. The results
of the study underscore the importance of formulating Guidance and
Counseling intervention program to accelerate the moral reasoning of

adolescents geared toward moral development.
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