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ABSTRACT

This study aims to analyse courtroom interaction, specifically the patterns of
questioning in an interrogation. This aims to establish the types of questions asked by
the counsel when he wants to verify the statement made by the witness.

The data in this study consist of excerpts of transcripts of criminal cases gathered
randomly. Observations of actual hearings and informal consultations with lawyers
support the data. A rcview‘ of past studies related to this research is included in the
methodology.

Excerpts of six n'axxscﬁpm are examined; the interrogation of the witness by the counsel
is analysed specifically focusing on the questions asked by the counsel. The patterns of
questioning are determined. Different patterns are evident in the interrogation, but only

dominant patterns in terms of frequency are noted.

The analysis reveals that the counsel indeed follow certain patterns of questioning when
he wants to establish contradictions in the witnesg' testimony, refute the wMy or
claim of the witness, bring up to the court the point of contention,and when he wants
to cast doubt on the credibility of the witness.
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The results of this study hopes to serve a5 a guide for students of 1aw and those in the |
legal profession in developing 2 methodology in analysing and preparing a case for trial.
This also hopes to help them develop a technique in interrogating, ' For language
teachers, the results of the study will guide them in teaching the patierns of disconrsse
interaction, particularly the implications of utterances.

iv






