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ABSTRALT

This study aimed to design and provide reading

comprehmnsion akills developpent wmaterials Tor the

sophonore college students who earoll for ‘Raeding IV

{Reading Comprabension Course) at the FEnglish

Departoment., Widya Mandira Catholic University in
Indoneasia.

In ordar to design the said wmaterials, the
writer did the following procedurss. First, he studied
the prescribed syllabus for Reading IV of the English
Department, Widya Mandira Catholic Unfversity. Second,
he studied, read, and consulted several books on
reading theorias and on materfals design. Third, bhe
selected the reading text/satsrials to e used in  the
study based on textual familiarity, that is, texts
within the students’ realm of experience; textual
universality, that is, texts that have universal
themes’ and computed grade of textual difficulty, +that
is, the difficulty loavel of the sslected texts wxare
datarninéd using Fry’'s Readability Graph. Fourth, bhe

davised a reading comprebension skills development

kY

1l




- 1

DE LA SALLE UNIVERSITY

mndel bassd on Devine's (1984} model shich consists of
the following: Prior Knomledge Activation (to activate
the studonts’ relevant knowledge), Stimulus (to refaer
to the reading texts), Coosprehension Tasks  (to

underline cooprehension processes), Language Exprcises -

(o Tocus on linguistic davi:ag from the reading texts

to reinforce comprehension), and Integrating (to  adapt

the knowledge gained from the texts and store it ase
part of students’ stock’of knowledge) .

The designad instructicnal nmaterials have a
total rnumber of 27 sxercises which are grouped under
four wnits based on the remding skills prascribed in
the $Syllabus for Reading IV: Undt T = Scanning (4
exarcises), Unit II — Skisming (7 exarciges), Unit IX)I
-~ fuided HReading {8 eaxercises), samd Unit IV -
Interactive Reading (8 exercises). fhnﬁe exgrcises are
designed to correspomd o the 62 bhowrs, the time
allotement given to Reading IV Couree in a term. The
units and the exercises within these units have been
arranged from easy  to *difficult. A Syllabus fTor
Reading IV Coursse and a Teacher’s Guide tome with the

prepared instructiconal saterials.
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From the study, ssveral conclusions ang

implications ware drawns

He

L~

Instructfional materiasls suitable to the level of
students’ raading ability can be an important key
to an effective and suctessful reading
comprehension interaction.

Adequate and varied use of teaching procedures and
strategies Tor Hnadinﬁ IV will make the lessons
easier for the studbntas to intermalize amnd apply in
later situations.

Az osanifested in these designed instructional
materiala, the shift of attanfinn from reading
aloud %to reatiing for mseaning is a new trend that
raading teachers in Indonesia should deal with.

Bucause the pressnt study is the first attespt

on the designing of fReading Cosprehension 8kiils

Developrent Materials for the sophomore students taking

Reading IV Course at Widya Mandira Catholic lniversity,

it is recommended thats

1.

A try-out of these materials should be done. Tha
Ltry-nut will provide the writer the necessary
feadback of the sateriale gifficulty, teachabilify,
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and effectivity. In additicn, the feedback will
help the writsr deteroine which part of the
materials will be retained, improved, reinforced,

or completaly changsd in the process of revision in

ardar to make these saterials suit the level and’

the knowledge of the students enrolled in  the
coursg.

an  empirical study on the reading level of +the
atudents who enroll in Reading IV should be dona.
Knowledge of the students’ reating level can be
used b correlate the difficulty level of the
fnstructional materials being used in this study.
The reading ability of the Indonesian students
taking English should be determined through the usp
of an appropriate standardized reading test as well
as through a local Indonesian reading toat. |

an enpirical study should be done to find cut how
the schesata of the Indonesian students can be
activated effectively to improve their reading

comprehension skills.
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