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ABSTRACT

The edible freshwater bivalves identified in Cagayan River were . Batissa childrent,
Corbicule manilensis and Psammotaea virescens. Corbicula manilensis was the most
abundant species collected. High density and bigger sized bivalves were collected in the
months of May, which was the pesk season. A high density of Batissa childreni was
nofed ux the temporntuie of witcr was low.  Total hatduczs and orpanic content
sienificantly influenced the density of Corblewla manilensis and Psawmnmotaea virescens.
Lesser density of Corbicule manilensis resulted as the total hardness decreased while high
density of Psammotaca virescens was noted as the organic content of the susbstrate
increased. Relative abundance was greatly affected by the total water hardness. A positive
correlation existed between relative abundance of Batissa childreni and total hardness
whils & nepative cortellation cxisted bolweon tchtive sbundunice of Corbicufe mantlens!s
and total hardness. Shell size of Corbicuie manilensis was bigger as the total hardness
increased and Biggcr sized Psammotaea virescens was noted as the organic content of the
substrate increased. No predictor variables we‘rc significantly correlatcd‘ w1th relative

abundance of Psammotaea virescens and the shell size of Batissa childreni.
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