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                                                          ABSTRACT                                                                  

 

This study examines cultural diversity in parental involvement in 

children’s reading between Filipino and Korean mothers. The ecological 

perspective on human development is used to investigate their culturally 

specific beliefs about parental involvement and reading involvement practices. 

To highlight the content of parental involvement and its background, the study 

uses the qualitative viewpoint and collects the data through interviews and 

journals of five Filipino mothers and five Korean mothers with Grade One and 

Grade Two children attending schools in the country.  

The findings demonstrate that the two groups of mothers differ in their 

beliefs about parental involvement, particularly in terms of parental roles, goals 

of involvement, self-efficacy, and barriers, indicating cultural differences. 

Similarly, their different beliefs represent their distinct involvement activities, 

especially in the areas of providing reading resources, role-modeling in reading, 

and interacting with their children. 

Considering the increasing number of Korean students coming to the 

school in the country, the findings can be used for educators to understand 

Korean parents’ distinctive belief on their role in children’s reading development, 

as well as their home-based involvement. Furthermore, the study can contribute 

to the development of schools’ more effective family literacy programs and 

initiatives aimed toward culturally diverse students’ homes. 
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