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ABSTRACT

‘Daﬂce in the Faith Life of the Contemporary Filipino
Catholic

This is a deacrlptzve phenamenalagzcal study that
gendeavored to situate dance in the faith life of . the ‘
contemporary Filipino Catholic. “It also attempted st
documentation of selected dance~laced religiocus cele-
brations among lowland Filipino Christians vis—a-vis
some danced ethnic nan*Chr?stian religious rituals.

In her study, the researﬁher relied heavily on the
faollowings ethnographic exposures indigenous documean—
tary and library research: the pemple = experience of
religious dance in  the selected places noted for
dance~laced religious celebrations; various interviews
o and interactions with dance exponents and enthusiasts;y
- eome” persons involved in dance research, cultuwre, arts
and related sciences; church litwrgists and leaders;
her~p§raonal'experienc9'an dance, 1 ’

The universe of the study covered a wide range of
Philippine dances Howevelr, only the religicus dances
which aonstitute the ressarch population were studied
in depth. From among the data collected, the ressarch-
=T clasnlfled the Dances of Homo Helzglasus according
to buz g level of religion/religious development:
wvstemic control, idealization, personal process,
Representative danced religicus rituals were annotated
according to Francisca Reyes Aguino’s classic/standard
format in dance notation. T

Forty-two {42) Philippine traditional dances and
eight (8) danced religious celebrations were considered
Dances of Homo Religiosus. /Findings show that by their
%emtures and mode of expression, Dances of Homo Religi-
OSUE were prmmarlly idealization dances (48 with
traces of the systemic control characteristics and
touches of  the personal process  elements. Two {2}
dances have remained on the systemic control level.
This phenomenon is on account of the Filipino histori-
co-cultural and religious &mundqilanz. : ’

Nhile, a combination of folk religiocsity and for-
malized/official Catholicismsubsist in the Dances of
Homo Religiosus, Filipino religiosity is the result of
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& merging Df two +a1th expressions - Emstern and West—-
ef . This fusion of seemingly disparate ‘“strains
brought about a rich array of religious ritual . dances:
that are considerably Filipino, but no less Christian.
Viewed as such Philippine religious dances are three

" phases  in one process. of religimur development moving

towards integration, appearing like a triptych or three.
movempnts in a musical compa=1t10n, Whether fast-paced
or in slow motion, the gradual metamorphosis of Fhilip—
pine religious dances prcceed interminably in-step with

“the growth process of the contemporary Filipino Catho-
lic. Indeed, Chrlstlanlty played a wvital role in
o situating. dance in the faith life of the contemporary |
'Flllp:ﬂm Cathmllc, ' ' :

|

“In 11ght of the above, an invitation or  challenge
to facilitate the advance toward the personal process
level of religious development was considered. apropos.
As gleaned from the study, it is at this level that the
dance becomes a potent instrument of evangelization and.
social transformation. At whatever level, however, the
LDances  of Hmma Religi'osus powsrfully “peak as symbols
of, ¥d1th ‘ 4

' Having found a naw~dimen%ion.in‘the “dance, the
researcher proposed eight (B) recommendations regarding

‘the use of dance primarily in the area of incultura—

tion, whether this be in worship, evangel:*atlun, oF
religious education/catechesis, in line with the PCF 11
call for renewed, 1ntegra1 evangelization towards

‘ corlal traneformatznn.
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