Graduate School of Economics, Sociology,
Pastoral Sociology, Social Work,
Sociology Major in Pastoral Studies
Education (Specializetion in Community Development)
Education (Specialization in Transformational Educational Leadership)
Social Servicss and Development
Ph.D. in Applied Cosric Anthropology

[- =]
=
[ —]
[ Y]
-
o~y
=
[om)
=

A PHENOMENOLOGICAL INQUIRY
OF THE BAHAY-LINGKOD COMMUNITY CENTER (BLCC):
AN EXPERIENCE OF PEOPLE EMPOWERMENT
AND INTEGRAL EVANGELIZATION

A Dissertation
Submitted to the Facuity of the Graduate Scheol
ASIAN SOCIAL IMNSTITUTE

In Partial Fulfiliment of the Requirements
For the Degree Doctor of Philosophy
In Applied Cosmic Anthropology

Fanny A, Cuyes
May, 2008

T <

AKLATANG EMILIC AGUINA

DO ARCHIVES




Asian Social Institute

Pastoral Sociology, Social Work,
Sociology Major in Pastoral Studies

Graduate School of Economics, Sociology,

Education (Specialization in Community Development)

&4

4- Education (Specialization in Transformational Educational Leadership)
Social Services and Development
Ph.D. in Applied Cosmic Anthropolegy
TABLE OF CONTENTS
Approval Sheet
Dedication i
Acknowledgement ii
Table of Contents iv
List of Tables viii
List of Figures ix
List of Abbreviations X
CHAPTER 1 THE PROBLEM AND ITS SETTING 1
Background of the Study 1
Global Reality 7
The Asian Reality 9
The National Reality 12
Background of the Locale of the Study 14
Brief History of Barangay Salawag 18
Brief History of Barangay Paliparan 11 20
Historical Background of BLCC and its Programs 23
Statement of the Problem 38
Significance of the Study 39
Scope and Delimitation of the Study 40
” The Core Terms of the Dissertation 41
CHAPTER IT THEORETICAL ORIENTATION AND REVIEW 47
OF RELATED LITERATURE AND STUDIES
Social Transformation, Integral Evangelization,
and Applied Cosmic Anthropology 47
Church Documents on People Empowerment
and Integral Evangelization 50
The Church of the Poor According to PCPII 52
- The Preferential Option for the Poor and
the Vulnerable 53
- The Church and Its Fight Against Poverty 54
- The 7 Principles of Catholic Teachings 56
The Church in the Modern World 57
Social Encychcals 58
Peace on Earth 58
- The Development of People 59
- Evangelization in the Modern World 60
- The Social Concerns of the Church 60
- Evangelization in Modern Asia 61
- A Renewed Church in Asia 61

iv



Graduate School of Economics, Soclology,
Pastoral Sociology, Social Work,
Sociology Major in Pastoral Studies

Asian Social Institute

Social Servicas and Development
Ph.D. in Applied Cosmic Anthropology

Education {Specialization in Community Development)
Education (Specialization in Transformational Educational Leadership)

Empowerment 62
- Community Organizing and People
Empowerment 65
- 'The Filipino Concept of Kapwa 70
- Social Welfare and Development 80
Theories of Transformation 82
- Matthew Fox’s Theory of Transformation 82
- Carl Jung’s Individuation and Transformation 82
- Ken Wilber’s Integral Transformation 85
‘ CHAPTER III METHODOLOGY 92
The Research Design 922
| Phenomenology 97
| Philosophical Orientation of Phenomenology 99
Philosophical Foundation of Phenomenology 99
Phenomenology and Social Sciences 101
A Brief Description of the Phenomenological
Method 106
The Stages of the Phenomenological Method 107
The Difference between Positivistic Research
and Phenomenology 108
The Research Path and the Research Experience 109
| Criteria for Selecting Co-Researchers 111
ks Approaches to Gathering Lived Experiences 112
The Life Story Interview 114
The Interview Process 116
Participant Observation 117
Documents and Reports of BLCC 119
Processing Primary Experiences 119
CHAPTER iV
Part 1 PRESENTATION OF NARRATIVES
AND THEMATIC REFLECTIONS 124
Profile of Co-researchers 125
Reflective Narratives with Thematic Reflections 128
Story 1 - My Stery 128
Story 2 - Sr. Marilena Narvaez, SSS
“Truly a Sister of Social Service” 132
Story 3 - Rosita Esguerra
“ A Pillar on which Bahay-Lingkod
Community Center Stands™ 146

Story 4 - Lina Patricio

“The Natural-Born Community Organizer”152




Asian Social Institute

Graduate School of Economics, Sociology,
Pastoral Sociology, Social Work,
Sociology Major in Pastoral Studies
Education (Specialization in Community Development)

Sccial Services and Development
Ph.D. in Applied Cosmic Anthropology

Story 5 - Cynthia Salipot
“Serving the Bahay-Lingkod Community
Center not just with a Head but with a Heart” 158
Story 6 - Gabriel Dapon
“Managing the Bukluran Multi- se
Cooperative as a Business and as a Family.” 162
Story 7 - Venda Pradanes
“Magnetized, Mesmerized, and Magnanimously
Engaged at Bahay-Lingkod Community Center” 167
Story 8 - Nena Ponte
“Pinagtiwalaan Na Naging Daan sa
Kavnlaran” (Trust which Led to Success) 172
Story 9 - Huminada Mia
“Kaugnayan sa Kooperatiba”
(In Close Encounter with the Cooperative) 176
Story 10 - Rita Camarinta
“Unleashing Creativity Through the
Bahay-Lingkod Community Center” 179
Story 11 - Artemio Paulme
“May Puso at Diwa Para Sa Matatanda”
(With Heart and Mind for the Elderly) 182
Story 12 - Caridad Duyela
“A Septuagenarian with a Golden Heart” 185
Story 13 - Jessica Maglanob

“Continuing Commitment to the Poor” 189
Story 14 - Marie Bagos
* Lovingly and Untiringly Working for
Bahay-Lingkod Community Center” 193

Story 15 - Dennis Vidar
“An Empowered and Transformed Youth

Who Now Pays It Forward” 195
Story 16 - Grace Morga-Resmenia
*“ A Flower that Bloomed Where
She was Planted” 199

Story 17 - Jerissa Tamayo
“A Young Adult Who Can Spell Out the
Difference Between Obligation and
Responsibility” 202

Education (Specialization in Transformational Educational Leadership)



Graduate School of Economics, Sociology,
Pastora! Sociology, Social Work,
Sociology Major in Pastoral Studies
Education (Specialization in Community Development)

Asian Social Institute

% Education (Specialization in Transformational Educational Leadership)
Social Services and Development
Ph.D. in Applied Cosmic Anthropology
I Part 2 A SECOND REFLECTION OF THE NARRATIVES 205
! CHAPTER V CREATIVE SYNTHESIS 220
! Eidetic Insights on Empowerment and Transformation 220
| Theoretical Implications

; 1. Transformative and Creative Spirituality 230
L 2. Individuation and Transformation 235
| 3. Integral Transformation 237

| -Bahay-Lingkod Community Center’s
| Approach to Transformation 241
| 4. Cultural Implications to Transformation 252
Implications for Integral Evangelization 259
1. OnEvangelization 259
2. On Development and Transformation 260
3. On Spirituality 261
4. On Preferential Option for the Poor 262
5. OnLife’s Purpose 264
Pastoral Implications to the Diocese of Imus 266
. Creative Synthesis 271
‘ Integral Spirituality 274
Integral Development and BLCC 275
BLCC and Integral Evangelization 276
Symbolic Representation 277
Recommendations 278
REFERENCES 282
CURRICULUM VITAE 287
APPENDIX 290

Pictures of Co-Researchers and BLCC Activities




- TR ——S

Vil
Graduate Schoo! of Economics, Sociology,
Pastoral Soclology, Social Work,
Sociology Major in Pastoral Studies
Education (Specialization in Community Davelopment)
Education (Specialization in Transformational Educational Leadership)
Sacial Services and Development
Ph.D. in Applied Cosmic Anthropology

LIST OF TABLES
Table 1 My Co-Researchers’ Profile
Table 2 The Difference Between Positivistic and

Non-Positivistic Research




Graduate School of Economics, Sociology,
Pastoral Sociology, Social Work,
Sociology Major in Pastoral Studies
Education (Specialization in Community Development)

Asian Social Institute

* e ol Soncns an Devgopment
Ph.D. in Applied Cosmic Anthropology
LIST OF FIGURES
FIGURE Page
1 Map of the Province of Cavite i5
' 2 Map of Dasmarinas, Cavite 16
’ 3 Map of Paliparan and Salawag (Kristong Hari
| Quasi Parish) 17
4 The Four Quadrants by Ken Wilber 90
5 The Holarchy of Development 221
6 The Four Quadrants B 222
7a  Bahay-Lingkod's Approach to Transformation 241
T  Bahay-Lingkod’s Approach to Transformation 249
a 8 Creative Synthesis 271
9  The Doormat 277



Graduate School of Economics, Sociotogy,
Pastoral Sociology, Social Work,

Saciology Major in Pastoral Studies
Education (Specialization in Community Development)
Education (Specialization in Transformational Educational Leadership)
Soclal Services and Development
Ph.D. in Applied Cosmic Anthropology

Asian Social Institute

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS
ASI - Asian Social institute
ACA - Applied Cosmic Anthropology
ADB - Asian Development Bank
BEC - Basic Ecclessial Community
BLCC = Bahay-Lingkod Community Center
BMPC - Bukluran Multi-Purpose Cooperative
COSE - Coalition of Services for the Elderly, Inc.
CSD - Compendium of the Social Doctrine
T DLSU-D - De Ia Salle University Dasmarifias
Drp - Diocesan Pastoral Priorities
DSWD - Department of Social Welfare and Development
FABC - Federation of Asian Bishops Conference
GO - Government Organization
GSIS - Government Service Insurance System
KK - Kristiyanong Katilingban (Christian Community)
NGO - Non-government Organization
NHA - National Housing Authority




Graduate School of Economics, Sociology,
Pastoral Sociology, Social Work,
Sociology Major in Pastoral Studies
Education (Speciafization in Community Development)

Asian Social Institute

. B e el Sancns v Dot
Ph.D. in Applied Cosmic Anthropology
PCM 1I - Second Provincial Council of Manila
PCPII - Second Plenary Council of the Philippines
| PEA - Public Estate Authority
t SEC - Securities and Exchange Commission
[ SSS - Sisters of Social Service
) STC - Social teachings of the Church
THD - Total Human Development
UNDP ~ United Nations Development Council
UNICORP - University Community Outreach Program
-
.




278
Graduate School of Economics, Sociology,

Pastoral Seciology, Social Work,

Sociology Major in Pastoral Studies

Education (Specialization in Community Development)
Education (Specialization in Transformational Educational Leadership)
Social Services and Development
Ph.D. in Applied Cosmic Anthropology

Asian Social Institute

“THE DOORMAT”

The journey into wholeness starts from the painful process
of being rejected as scraps and pieces — ignored and set aside as of no use ~
Until the hands of the Great Maker picks up each piece

not minding the color, shape, size and thread...

He weaves them together till they form an intricate and integrated whole...
Neot one but many yet many but one
In a solid piece that reflects beauty, usefulness, and solidarity
of one cosmic reality.
WELCOME TO THE DOOR OF MYSTERY!

Recommendations
Based on the insights drawn from this study the following are recommended:

1. For Evangelizers: The innovative element in Populorum Progressio is the concept of
“integral development” — the notion that human dignity is protected only by promoting
the development of the whole human being. By realizing his or her potential for
knowledge, responsibility, and freedom in every area of life- political, social, economic —
in such a way that these areas are not merely instrumental in attaining human dignity but
become integral part of the process. As such it is recommended that the programs and
approaches to evangelization consider not only the religious and spiritual components of
human life but as well as the economic, psychological, social, and cultural areas as well.

The special concerns of women, children, youth, and the elderly are recommended to be

given priority in any ministry.
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2. For the Laity: The Decree on the Apostolate of the Laity (#2) reaffirms that lay

people share in the “priestly, prophetic, and royal office of Christ. They especially have
responsibility for social outreach and societal transformation: “The apostolate of the
social milieu, that is, the effort to infuse a Christian spirit into the mentality, customs,
laws, and structures of the community in which a person lives, is so much the duty and
responsibility of the laity that it can never be performed properly by others” (no. 13).
The laity is encouraged recognize the great role and contribution to development that
they can do to make integral evangelization possible by using their time, talent and
treasure to serve the church in their own capacity.  They could be of great help if they
intensify their involvement in the socio-civic activities aside form the religious-spiritual
> components of their ministry. Close coordination with the parish, the diocese, the
NGO’s, GO’s, and educational institutions with which the laity can possibly collaborate
to serve the interest of the community would be worth considering.
3. For Parishes and the institutional church: Awareness for the option for the poor by
providing holistic and integral programs that would respond to the physical,

psychological, social, cultural, and spiritual needs of their people; to develop

communities of faith nourished by the Word of God increases its relevance. As part of
lay empowerment, parishioners may take the opportunity to design and implement
programs suited to the needs of the parishioners. Although guided by the parish priest as
its pastor, management and operation may be entrusted to the hands of the lay parishioner
since parish priests come and go because of change of assignments which may affect the

management of the programs but the parishioners who could be trained in managing the
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programs would always be there to continue and to sustain the interest of the community.
Provide local financial assistance to sustain programs meant for the children and the
youth. As suggested by Fr. Gilbert, a system of pledges from parents and other
parishioners of even a little amount could help raise the level of consciousness of the
people to come up with the necessary funds.

4. For Non-government Organizations (NGO’s): Since NGO’s practically serve the
same set of people in the community, tie ups with already existing civic or religious
organizations (such as BLCC) would give better momentum and quality of services to
the recipients of their social services. Establi.shing linkages and developing leaders in
communities would intensify social work programs geared towards community

> development and progress...

S. For educational institutions: For the schools and universities to create more
meaningful outreach programs that will expose the students to the roles they can possibly
play to serve the church and in the various ministries in its efforts for integral
evangelization; to give students the opportunity to do something for the poor; to help
them realize their own gifiedness and blessings and be thankful for these gifts. Education
students and faculty, for example, can introduce programs both formal and informal to
educate people in poor communities; psychology students can inter-act with the children
and the youth; HRM students can give trainings on food preparation, cooking and
serving; engineering and architecture students and faculty can give art/drawing lessons

and technical training to the people in the community, business administration people
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can give trainings on how to prepare business plans and feasibility studies or tips on how
to manage small businesses that the people in the community are engaged with.

6. For future studies: Aside from BLCC, there are other organizations and programs
in the locality that operate to assist the poor. A survey and defailed study on how each
operate could help in coming up with a unified efforts among these organizations to help
one another in improving their programs and in exerting collaboration in responding to
the real needs of the community. Further study on grassroots cooperatives, programs for
the youth, women, and the elderly are likewise recommended.

It is strongly recommended that a replication of similar study in other parishes
and communities not only in Cavite but in various parts of the country be made.

7. For researchers: It is recommended that non-positivistic approach to research be
further explored such as the use of phenomenology as it leads to a non-structured data
gathering and analysis which at the same time allows researchers to be creative and to be

in touch with people who become his or her co-researchers.






