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| ABSTRACT

The ultimate aim of tha teaching and learning of
English in  Indonasian achools s  reading  for
cnmpfahanﬁicn; after sinx years of learning Engligh,
high school gratduates are expected to be able to  read
texthocks written in Enmglish when ithey ernrcll 1in
tolleges or universities.

ﬁha facts, howsver, show that the high school
gradustes ara still very poor in Englishy théy cannot
read with good comprehension. There have been a izt of
sfforts— +rom the gnvérnment and interested individual
as well-—— aimed at swlving this national problem.

Looking at the prnbiam Ffrom the point of view of
Discaursae Anslysis Theory and Contrastive fnalysis
Hypnth&FiH, tha present study ig conducted, with the
hope that the findings might be of soma help in selving
the preblem.

" The study is descriptive comparative. ‘It tries to

describe antd compare two pregidential inaugural
spesches in Epnglish and two irt Bahasa Indonesia, in
rerps of matcro—sepantic structure, +ppical progression,

thematic Etﬁucture and cohasich.
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“he comparison across texts is done by computing
the percentage of +he freguency of use nf the aspects
of comparison in each text, while the comparison across
ianguage groups {8 done by computing the pertentage
mean Of the two sample texts in each language. “The
results of the comparison reveal that there are mo &
similarities than differences belween the English anﬁ
Indonesian tent structure. In the teuts examined, there
are mora instances of parallel grogression than saquen—
tial progression, more thematized NG than any other
word groups, wmore instances of Rapetition than any
other ¢ohesive devices. In teris of macro—semantic
structure, howevar, there slight gifferences between
the English and the Indonesian texts. /

The etudy tentatively concludes that the following
_paints might bé!:ulturally universal: 1) political
preaidenfial' iﬁ§ugural speeches consists of  the
Juﬁtiflcatlnn of the programe, the presentation of the
programs, and the appsal toe the audiance to take parts
2y in presidential ipauguiral spescheg, there are pore
ingtances of  parallel topical progresaion Ehan
saquential progression; with personal pronoun we as the

|
most fregquenily topicalized item: 3! 1IN presidentizl
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inaugqural spesches, +he most freguent thematized ltam
is the NES; and 4) in presidential inaugural spaecheas,
the most frequently used cohesive device is rapetition.

£rn spite of the similarities between the English
and Indsonasian text structura, the study still arguses
that 1iF the Indonesian students have to read English,
they need to b= taught the English text gstructure as
described in this study, and the Indonssian text
structure can be usad ag points of referenca. In the
pregantation of the English text structure, honevar,
careful attention should be givan to 1) the macyo-
apmantic structure, 2z} the assignment of topic of aach
aEntance, 1y  eonjunctions, and &) rapetttion, since

thaey avan posa problems to tha native speakers.






