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ABSTRACT

The researchers aim to study the effects of the three diffe-
rent learning situations (cooperative, individualistic, and. compe-
titive) on the social behavior among nonhandicapped and handicapped .
children. The researchers, acting as observers, coded a total of-
forty-five International School students from three different third
grade classes. For each learning situation, twelve nonhandicapped
and three handicapped students were divided into groups:of five with
four nonhandicapped and one handicapped in each group. A total of
twelve observation days were were alloted for each class, two days
for baseline and ten days for the actual study. Two days pretesting
for each learning situation were also conducted with another class
to test for interobserver reliability. Data was gathered by using a
Modified Social Behavior Checklist (Schuster, 1980) with predeter-
mined categories: positive, neutral, and negative. Findings have
indicated that the cooperative learning situation would be the "best"
condition to simulate during mainstreaming because it enhances the
most positive interaction between the two types of children, nonhan-
dicapped .and handicapped. Although this is not to say that the
individualistic and competitive learning situations are not advisable
and should not, therefore, be fostered. In fact both can be struc-
tured in such a manner which will bring about good results.




